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Sir: 



Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information of which they are 
aware, which they believe may be material to the examination of this application and in respect 
of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.56. 

While this Information Disclosure Statement may be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR 
§ 1.56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent, publication or other 
information referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as 
such. In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(g) the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information 
as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56 (a) exists. 

The attached form, PTO-1449, provides a listing of patents, publications, or other 
information as required by 37 CFR § 1.98 (a)(1). A copy of each listed item that is not a U.S. 
Patent document, is supplied herewith. 
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AO "Reduction in grade and removal based on unacceptable performance," 5 CFR Part 43 1, February 23, 
1987. 

AF "National Institute of Standards and Technology," Alternative Personnel Management System, 

Federal Register, October 21, 1997, v62, n203. 
AO "Department of the Navy, Human Resources Implementation Guide" by Betty Welch, Department of 

the Navy Management Programs, October 1, 1997. 
AR US Office of Personnel Management, Restructuring Information Handbook, Module 3, Reduction in 

Force, June 1998 version. 

AS "Are you really managing your corporate resources?" by Robert Skinner, Management Accounting, 

vSO, n2, August 1998. 
AT "IT Confidential" by John Soat, Information Week, July 9, 200 1 . 

AU Band et al.. Strategic Downsizing, Management Decision, vol. 33, number 8, 1995, pp. 36-45 

AV Applebaum et al.. Strategic Downsizing: Critical Success Factors, Management Decision, vol. 37, 

number 7, 1999, p. 535 
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